




Japanese Language Education at Okinawa International University 




Since the Ministry of Education announced the standard educational contents for training 
courses for Japanese language teachers in 1985, the number of universities that offer such courses has 
increased. In 1993, Okinawa International University (OKIU) started a minor in teaching Japanese 
to speakers of other languages in the Department of Japanese Language and Culture and in the 
Department of British and American Language and Culture. Since that time, the number of people 
studying Japanese both inside and outside of Japan has continued increasing. Accordingly, Japanese 
teaching has become diversifi ed. Under such a situation, the need for improvement was pointed out, 
and in 2000, a working group of researchers and practitioners released a report, Teacher Training 
for Japanese Education, in order to improve the quality and teaching methods of Japanese language 
teachers. Responding to social change and the changing demands on Japanese language education, 
the contents of the curriculum of this university have been modifi ed to better suit current needs. This 
paper examines the results of a questionnaire administered to students in the Department of British 
and American Language and Culture who are taking the Japanese teacher training course in order to 
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1 2 2012 9 2014 1
2 2 2
3 3 2013 7 2014 2
4 2 2011 2 2012 2
5 3 2013 7 2014 1
6 2
7 1 B.C. 2006 7 2007 8
8 3 2012 1 2013 1
9 3 2012 4 2013 3
10 1 2010 3 3
11 2 2013 3 2014 1
12 2 2013 3 2013 6
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7 1 B.C. 2006 7 2007 8
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